
 

 

 

 

Headteacher Newsletter Term 5 May 2021 
Dear Parents and Carers 

Although we are still in unusual times, it is once again exam season. Our external qualification students 

for A-Levels and GCSEs have nearly completed their exam-style tests and Mock Exams for Years 9, 

10 and 12 are starting in Term 6. 

As well as a focus on exams and academic learning, it is also a time of year where many of our students 

are facing choices about their futures. I have spent the morning meeting Year 9 students making their 

all-important option choices as they prepare to move up a Key Stage to start their GCSE work. I am 

impressed by their breadth of ambition, their plans for the future and their determination to move 

beyond the restrictions of Covid-19. 

As we wait to hear more about the next Covid-19 “unlocking” on 21st June, it is a time where we will all 

be facing more choice in our lives. That is why our School Value of Wisdom has formed an important 

part of this Term’s Worship. Important though exams are, we understand wisdom to be something 

different from academic ability and learning. It is a life skill we can all aspire to develop. 

 

School News 

Food Bank Support 

The 6th Form organised a delivery to Canterbury Food 

Bank, including contributions from across the School. They 

have stuck with this project in spite of delays caused by 

Covid-19 restrictions. Lucy, Hannah and Joshua are 

pictured here with a minibus full of goods. 

   

 

 

6th Form Ball 

 

The Cinderella 6th Form are organising a Leavers’ Ball in 

July. They have been fundraising to cover part of the costs. 

Lex, Lauren, Donna are pictured, staffing the 6th Form Café 

this week, selling coffee and cakes to fellow 6th Form 

students and staff. 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT: Term 6 – moving out of bubbles 

Thank you for taking the time to complete our snapshot parent survey. The majority of parents (and staff) 

would like to see us moving out of the bubble system and, from Term 6, we will move back to a regular 

timetable. 

This is not the end of our Covid-19 restrictions and we will proceed with extreme caution. 

Our priority remains keeping the entire school community safe. 

At the same time, where we feel it is safe to do so, the return to a full curriculum is a second priority for 

the school. While we applaud Mr Sherwood’s mobile ukulele lessons and Ms Jackman’s outdoor cookery, 

as well as the work of the Art, Science and other departments to deliver practical lessons in un-practical 

classrooms, the return to a complete learning environment for our students is our aim. 

We have completed a full risk assessment of the proposed change. The following measures will remain 

in place: 

 Staff and adult visitors will continue to wear masks or face covering in common areas indoors 

 We will continue to limit external visitors and large meetings until after 21st June 

 Students should wear PE kit all day on PE days 

 Students should continue home testing twice a week using lateral flow tests. Please support us 

in encouraging students to keep up this practice. 

If you – parents or students – have any specific concerns, please let us know via the School Office. 

Students will receive new timetables in Form Time on the first day of term.  

 

Plans for the First Day of Term 6, Monday 7th June 

 Students will spend Form Time, Worship and Period 1 with their form tutors, receiving new timetables 

and going through any changes in the Risk Assessment. There will also be a reminder on home testing, 

staying safe and looking after your mental health. 

 

Where am I? 
08:45 Monday 7th June 

 

   7 John H1 
   7 Luke E5 
   7 Mark Hu1 
   7 Matthew Hu2 

   8 John E6 
   8 Luke Ma1 
   8 Mark Ma3 
   8 Matthew E3 

    
   9 John IT1 
   9 Luke G2 
   9 Mark Ph1 
   9 Matthew Ma6 
 

   Year 10 
   Please head to the Dining Hall for your exam  
   in Hall at 9am. 
   Timetables will be handed out at the end of  
   your exam 
(This also applies to Year 12 exam students) 

   11 John E2 
   11 Luke B2 
   11 Mark PE1 
   11 Matthew IT2 
   11 Peter G1 
Applies only to students contacted by Mr 
Clarke 

   12  Luke  B1 
   12 Mark Ch2 
   12 Matthew Ml1 
 

 
Student Support Managers will be back in the Student Support Centre 

 

 



Key dates for your diary 

Term 5 ends     Friday 28th May, 3pm 

Term 6 starts     Monday 7th June, 8:45am 

Year 11 Leavers’ Assembly   Friday 11th June 

Year 10 Parents’ Evening   Thursday 17th June, 4-7pm 

Year 7 Parents’ Evening   Tuesday 22nd June, 4-7pm 

Parents’ Forum    Thursday 24th June 5-6:30pm 

Td/IPV & MenACWY vaccinations  Thursday 24th and Friday 25th June 

(Years 9 & 10) 

Year 6 Induction Week   Monday 28th June – Friday 2nd July 

6th Form Leavers’ Assembly   Wednesday 7th July 

Reward Assembly Week   Monday 19th July – Wednesday 21st July 

Term 6 ends     Wednesday 21st July, 1:30pm 

 

Mock exams 

Year 10 and 12 mocks   Monday 7th June – Friday 18th June 

Year 9 mocks     Monday 14th June – Friday 25th June 

In Term 6, teaching staff will be marking Year 11 and 13 assessments to provide the Department 
for Education with Teacher Assessment Grades for this academic year. As a consequence, the 
School has decided to move Year 7 and 8 mocks in core subjects into the first term of 2021-22. 
More information and exam timetables will be sent out early in September. 
 
Reports 

Year 7 reports out     Friday 25th June 

Year 10 and 12 reports out   Friday 9th July 

 

Results Days 

A-Level     Tuesday 10th August  

(BTEC also expected at this time) 

GCSE      Thursday 12th August 

 

Please note that due to our ongoing Covid-19 restrictions, we will not be holding Sports Day this 

year. Inter-house matches will take place during lessons. 

 

 

Welcome and Farewell 

We say a fond farewell to Miss Anna Knol, our Finance Officer, who is leaving us to take up the post 

of Bursar at St Ethelbert’s Catholic Primary School in Ramsgate. Miss Knol has done a sterling job 

with the School’s lockdown finances and she will be much missed. 

 

 



 

 
Keeping in Touch 

 
The School’s Parent and Carer App, MyED is changing. 

 
The suppliers are working on a brand new user interface 
for the MyED app and will be releasing it shortly.  
The plan is for a slow release over the first few weeks of 
June to ensure any glitches are ironed out early on.  
 
What's changed? 

  
The look of the app is the biggest change: 

 the number of available colours is reduced to accessible versions of the four most popular colour 
groups 

 the icons have a fresh new look, with more space for text to help those using screen readers or 
translation tools 

 Buttons have been replaced with list items, meaning they work well on any size or model of phone 
and are easier to scroll through if you have lots of custom buttons. 

 The home page now has a few shortcuts to the most-used areas (contact school, report absence, 
school diary). All your other buttons are under school information. 

 The student area has both list and diary views for most areas, so users can choose which way 
works best for them. 

 All the items you don't need very often (security settings or updating details for example), are 
tucked away under the top (burger) menu, so users can focus on what they need most often. 

 
The focus is on accessibility and usability, so hopefully the app will feel much more user-friendly. 

 
 

 

Uniform upgrade 
 

We have been working with our uniform supplier, Barnum’s, who 

have created new embroidery for school blazers, featuring our new 

logo.  This version will be available to all new Year 7s from September 

2021 and any current students buying a new blazer 

 

  



 

Extra Curricular is Back! 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
  

Year 7  
   Rounders 
   Softball 
   Athletics 

 
Year 10/11 
   Rounders 
   Softball 
   Athletics 

 
Year 8/9 
   Rounders  
   Softball 
   Athletics 

 

  
Year 7 
   Gardening Club 

  
Year 9 
   Gardening Club 

 

   
Homework Club 

 
Homework Club 

 

   
Year 8/9 
   Singing 
 

 
Year 10/11 
   Film Club 

 

  Year 9/10 
   Duke of     
   Edinburgh    
   Award  
 

  

  Spanish   
 

We are bringing back our Extra Curricular timetable in Term 6 and the activities outlined above will be 

running from Week 1. A full timetable will be circulated to students on their return to school. All activities 

will be carefully reviewed within the Covid-19 risk assessment. We have a big drive underway 

developing extra curricular activities for the 2021/22 academic year. Please let us know of any activities 

you would like to see as part of the programme.  

 

Growing the Gardening Club 

If you are coming in to School, look out for the new plaque marking Gardening Club HQ. The Club is 

extending to Year 9. We have 

joined the Royal Horticultural 

Society (RHS) schools scheme 

and will be working for RHS 

awards. 

 

We need your help! If any keen 

gardening parents are able to 

offer: time, expertise, spare 

equipment or cuttings we 

would love to hear from you.  

Please contact the School 

Office with any offers of help. 

 

 

 



 

Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 

 

Around 20 students have signed up for Bronze or 

Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award courses. They will be 

working with Ms Jackman after school over the next 12 

months to achieve their awards.  

More information is available at : https://www.dofe.org/ 

- or see Ms Jackman in School. 

 

 

The Archbishop of York’s Youth Trust Young Leaders Award 

The School is delighted to have received a grant 

from the Trusthouse Charitable Foundation to 

support an exciting programme for Year 7 and 8 

students next year. Funding will support our 

participation in the Archbishop of York’s Young 

Leader Programme.  

 

The Award is a fully resourced leadership and character education 
programme for delivery within schools. It supports students to become 
confident and resilient leaders, who develop a growth mindset, become 
independent thinkers and good communicators, and who have compassion 
and care for their communities. 
https://www.archbishopofyorkyouthtrust.co.uk/young-leaders-award 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Combined Cadet Force / East Kent Schools Partnership 

Through the East Kent Schools Partnership, we are working with our neighbours at St Edmund’s 

School to deliver Combined Cadet Force training in school. More information will be available to 

students in Term 6. 

 

  

https://www.dofe.org/
https://www.archbishopofyorkyouthtrust.co.uk/young-leaders-award


 

Cycling in School 
 

We positively encourage students cycling to School and recognise the 

health and environmental benefits.  

At the same time, as with all aspects of School life, we do need to 

consider student safety and ensure our young people are acting safely 

and responsibly. 

From Term 6, starting Monday 7th June 2021, we will be taking a stronger 

line around the wearing of bicycle helmets. All students cycling to school 

must wear a helmet. If students arrive by bike without a helmet, we will 

retain the bike in school until a) the student returns with a helmet or b) parents/carers collect the bike. We 

know the majority of students are wearing helmets and we hope this will soon become common practice 

for everyone. 

 

If you would like further information on cycling and road safety, the following websites might be of interest: 

 www.think.gov.uk 

 www.bikeability.org.uk 

 www.cyclinguk.org 

 

If you are interested in an after school Cycle Club, please let the School Office know and we will be in 

touch. 

 

EXTRA Extra Curricular: Ski 2022! 

 

We are delighted to be returning to our much-loved 

school trips programme with the announcement of 

a ski trip to Vallnord, Andorra, in April 2022, led by 

Mr Talling.  

The trip will be open to Years 8-12 and will take 

place Sunday 3rd April to Saturday 8th April 2022. 

The cost will be £929 per student, with payment 

plans available.  

We have circulated detailed information and will 

hold a parents information meeting via Zoom early 

in Term 6.  

Please contact the School Office if you would like more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.think.gov.uk/
http://www.bikeability.org.uk/
http://www.cyclinguk.org/


 

 

We hope you are inspired by our plans for extra curricular activities in the coming months and feel you 

would like to take a full part in School life. As a School, we will keep working to give you these 

opportunities. We ask that you as students start to make wise choices about what you are doing with 

your time and what direction you are heading in. 

 

"Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get 

understanding." 

Proverbs 4:7 

 

As we might say, the first rule of wisdom is: get wisdom. 

 

Enjoy your Half Term break and come back to School refreshed and ready to work hard and play 

hard. 

 

God bless 

 

Mr D. Elliott, Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~ Prayer ~ 

 

 Lord God, you are the source of all wisdom 

 And you lead us into all wisdom. 

 Grant us understanding 

 That we may find you in everything around us. 

 Grant us knowledge 

 That we may be aware of your presence in our hearts. 

 Help us to see the wonder and beauty of your creation,  

 So that we may see, and know, and understand, 

 And be filled with the wisdom of the Lord 

 Who gives peace, and joy, and love to all. 

   Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
 


