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Dear Students, Parents and Carers 
 
From the Student Lead Team in the 6th Form to the 
newest, youngest student in 7 John there is just 
one thing on all our minds this autumn. The Covid-
19 pandemic has changed school life beyond 
recognition in Term 1. We are getting used to 
wearing masks, socially distancing, foregoing a 
number of activities, trips and treats, and working 
hard to catch up on what we missed during 
lockdown. 
 
With the dark nights and colder, wetter days 
setting in as well, we need to look for reasons to 
be cheerful. I have been inspired by Mr Macey’s Gardening Club who have been working on the flower 
beds outside my office window in good weather and bad. The beds are looking tidier, clumps of pansies 
are blooming and we are promised a fine display of sunflowers to look forward to next summer. It might 
be just a small thing, but the message is clear: put the hard work in now and hope for better things in 
times ahead. 
 

School News 
 

Plans for Term 2: Return to PE! 
 
From Term 2, we will be returning to our normal PE arrangements, with changing facilities avaible in 
School. Students will no longer be required to wear PE kit on PE days – they will bring kit in with them. 
We will also resume our competitive sports programme and inter house competitions. 

 

 

 

 

Esme, Casey, Jane, Gracie and Rimas in the Gardening Club 



Head Boy and Girl elections 

Following a round of interviews and hustings, this year’s 6th Form candidates for Head Boy and Head Girl 

decided to move away from the traditional model and put themselves forward as a Student Lead Team. 

The Team will share the Head Boy and Girl functions between them. We are delighted to welcome into 

these key roles: 

Joshua Bradley   Dona Csoke   Katie Haines  

Joshua Ollive    Laura Tizzard 

We wish them a productive and successful year. 

 

Open Evening 

On Thursday 15th October, we were very pleased to be one 

of the few Kent schools offering an Open Evening to 

prospective Year 7 parents. Under Covid-19 restrictions, 

numbers were limited, with groups of six touring the 

school on a carefully planned one-way system route. 

Students from the 6th Form, Year 7, with a few Yr 9s and 

11s and Staff excelled themselves in creating a welcoming 

environment and giving some 80 parents and Yr 6s a taste 

of Archbishop’s school life. 

 

Dedication  

Covid provided us with an opportunity to explore a different but very 

twenty-first century Dedication Service this year. With the current 

restrictions, taking the whole School into the Cathedral and worshipping 

collectively in a single place was not an option. With the power of 

technology, the Dedication service was pre-recorded by some of our 

talented students, our Chaplain, the Reverend Kevin Maddy (Father Kevin), 

the Rt Reverend Rose Hudson-Wilkin, Bishop of Dover and Bishop in 

Canterbury (Bishop Rose) and the Canterbury Vineyard Church. A truly 

ecumenical effort! The School will watch the service on Friday afternoon as 

a fitting end to our first term.  

 

Key dates for your diary 
 

Friday 23rd October   End of Term 1 

 Monday 9th November  Start of Term 2 

 Thursday 26th November  6th Form Open Evening 

 Tuesday 1st December   Parent Forum 

 Friday 18th December   End of Term 2 

Please note in these Covid times, school events are subject to change at short notice. 

 

 

Yasmine, Neve, Taylor and Sophie representing Yr 7 



Welcome and Farewell 
 

Following an intensive round of interviews earlier this term, 

we are now delighted to be able to confirm permanent 

appointments throughout our Senior Leadership Team. Mr 

David Elliott has been confirmed in post as Headteacher, Mr 

Giles Gleadall as Deputy Headteacher, Mr Richard Clarke as 

Assistant Headteacher. Along with Ms Gardiner, Mrs Reed and 

Mr Simpson, they form a full, permanent leadership team. 

 

 

New staff joining us this term include Ms Ellie Reid, our new HR & Cover Supervisor, and two trainee 

teachers: Ms Louise Cabral-Jackson in Religious Studies and Ms Elena Portius in Art. 

 

We have two appointments to announce to key parent roles within the school:  

 

Parent Governor: Mrs Caroline Giles has been appointed as Parent Governor, joining the Full Governing 

Body.  

We have one further vacant post for a Parent Governor; an election is currently under way, with a 
closing date for nominations of 23rd October.  The role of a parent governor is to use your perspective 
and skills to support all aspects of the school.  We welcome nominations from parents, carers and those 
with parental responsibility for students in any year.  If you have any queries, or would like to nominate 
yourself, please fill in the nomination form that was emailed to you (and find a proposer) and return it 
to the Clerk to the Governors (JCoomberSewell@archbishops.kent.sch.uk) as soon as possible. 
 
Parent Forum Chair: Elections were held this term for the Parent Forum Chair. Many thanks to all who 

voted. It was a very close-run election but the winning candidate is Mrs Julie-Anne Hofmann with 38% 

of the vote.  

 

Pam Hart 

 
After 27 years as a most beloved and valued member of staff, not to 

mention her years here as a student, Mrs Hart is leaving The 

Archbishop’s School on Friday 23rd October. We are sure you will join us 

in sending Mrs Hart our warmest wishes for her future adventures and 

the fondest farewells. Mrs Hart has been the welcoming face of The 

Archbishop’s School Admissions Team to many generations of Year 7s. 

We estimate over 15,000 Archbishop’s students have passed through 

her care and warm welcomes, some past students then going on to send 

their own children to the school also. 

Mrs Hart will be sorely missed at the school by both students and staff. 

We wish her all the best for the future, and hope to tempt her back to 

school events where she will find a place as guest of honour. 

 

mailto:JCoomberSewell@archbishops.kent.sch.uk


Fundraising Success  

Following on from the appeal at last month's Parent Forum for much-needed laptops, we are extremely 
grateful to the Y7 parent who approached their company's IT Department on our behalf. Their employer, 
Takeda UK Ltd, have very generously donated 10 pre-owned laptops to the school.  This support will 
demonstrably enhance the life chances of at least ten young people at a critical time in their lives whilst it has 
also given a boost to staff responsible for fundraising at this early success in our new campaign. If your 
company has recently upgraded laptops or may consider donating any pre-owned ones to the school, we 
would love to hear from you and if necessary, assist with the request. 

Our brand new Food Tech room has been further enhanced by a very welcome donation from Whitstable and 
Herne Bay Lions.  

We have also received generous support from the Freemasons, who have provided PPE supplies to help the 
school during the Covid pandemic. 

We would like to offer sincere thanks to all our supporters.  

In order to maintain our fundraising efforts as best we can during this difficult time, we would like to remind 
you that The Archbishop's School is registered with easyfundraising and you can raise FREE donations for us 
with all your online shopping, even early Christmas presents, when you sign up to support us. With more 
people shopping online than ever before, it really is an easy way to help The Archbishop's School continue to 
raise funds! Sign up today: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thearchbishopsschool. 

Easyfundraising is the UK’s biggest charity shopping fundraising site. It's simple to use and it's free. Since they 
launched in 2005, they've helped thousands of good causes raise money simply by shopping online. So far, 
they have raised over £33 million.  How does it work? Easyfundraising turns your everyday online shopping 
into free donations for your favourite cause. How? Just start your online shopping first at easyfundraising, 
then shop as normal. The retailers will then make a small donation to say “thank you”.  They are linked to 
4,379 retailers including ebay, amazon, John Lewis, Argos, M&S, GoCompare, Viking, Booking.com, and 
Waitrose.  

 

Review of Term 1 
 

A group of Year 10 students supported the national MacMillan Coffee Morning, running a cake sale. Well 

done to Isabella, Holly, Kaitlyn, Abigail and Ibe, pictured below. 

 

 
 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thearchbishopsschool


During October, the school has celebrated Black History Month, taking time in afternoon Reflection to learn 
about the inspiring lives of people such as Doreen Lawrence and Mary Seacole. 
 
 
 

   
 

      
 

 
Well-deserved Praise 
 

Friday praise is a new feature of school life, with teachers collating students’ success and good news in 
emails home on a Friday. We have started with Years 7 and 11 and are very pleased to have shared some 
positive stories with parents and carers. 
 
 

 

Hope is one of the School’s values. We often explore the idea of what hope means through a well-know 
text: 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.” 

Jeremiah 29:11 

This text is usually seen as a "comfort blanket" with a promise from God to look after your every need. 
However, in context God is warning the Israelites of hard labour ahead before they can return home. 

The message we can take from this is that God does not offer you a lottery scratch card or a quick win in 
answer to your hopes and prayers. He offers you sometimes a hard path but His plans for you will be fulfilled 
in the end. 

 

Happy holidays, take care and God bless 

 

 
Mr D. Elliott, Headteacher 

 

  

Black History Month  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9FhxFkoig_I

