
 

 

 

 

Headteacher’s Newsletter  

Term 3 February 2021 
Dear Students, Parents and Carers 
 
Once again I am ending a school term writing to you from a very quiet School where most students 

are learning remotely. We have learnt a lot over the past year and I hope you are finding our 

provision of home learning is smoother and more comprehensive, even as the sheer length of 

the Covid-19 crisis makes it harder for us all to work and learn. 

 

Thank you to those of you who took part in our Parental Survey around Home Learning. Your 

views have been extremely important in helping us continue to shape the way School is working 

at the moment. The findings have reflected what our Pastoral Team and teaching staff are 

reporting from their own conversations with students. While we are getting better at the 

practicalities (IT provision, operating MS Teams, gauging the amount of work for students), with 

around two thirds of parents in the survey reporting they are happy with these, we recognise a 

growing need to address well-being and mental health. Around a half of parents report their 

children are stressed or anxious at home and while parents are confident in accessing resources 

to support their children, as a School this is an issue we will continue to address.  

 

Our Student Support Team are making phone calls and home visits to students who need support. 

Other staff are phoning home to those not engaging on MS Teams so we can follow up with any 

help needed. We are looking at introduced Screen Free Days, starting at the end of Term 3, to 

encourage students to take a break from their screens to get a better perspective. 

 

I am extremely proud to have received such glowing feedback from parents about our staff team, 

both through the Survey and in general correspondence and I add my thanks to yours for their 

commitment, good humour and ongoing efforts. 

 

School News 
 

Rapid Covid-19 Testing: Seeking Parent Volunteers! 
 
Those attending School for the Critical Worker and Vulnerable 
Children Hub will know we have Covid-19 testing up and 
running. I would like to thank our staff as well as volunteers for 
their efforts to make the process smooth and safe. As we plan 
for full school reopening, we are looking for more volunteers. If 
you are interested in offering support, please email us 
(admin@archbishops.kent.sch.uk). We will have more 
information on the support required at the start of term. 
 

Contacting us over the holidays: 

admin@archbishops.kent.sch.uk 
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Sandwell CharterMark Award 
 

Over the past year, we have been working with our Educational 
Psychologist on the Sandwell Project, an initiative to audit and 
improve our provision for mental health and overall wellbeing 
for students and staff in the Archbishop's Community. 
 
We are delighted to announce the School’s success in 

achieving the Charter Mark in January 2021 – a great start to a year when we know mental 
health and well-being will be more important than ever. Congratulations to Mrs Reed and her 
team for their work in this area. 

 
 

Key Dates for Your Diary 

 
Friday 12th February   End of Term 3 (and Screen Free Friday)  

Monday 22nd February  Start of Term 4  

     Prime Minister’s announcement on school reopening plans 

Monday 8th March   Possible date for school reopening  

(depending on Government announcement) 

Wednesday 10th OR 17th March Parent Forum  

(to be confirmed depending on school reopening date) 

Thursday 1st April (Maundy Thursday): Term 4 ends 1:30pm 

 

We also hope to hold Year 9 Parents’ Evening during Term 4. 

 

All dates are subject to change due to Covid-19 restrictions – we apologise in advance 

that this may be at very short notice. 

 

 

Screen Free Friday 

 

We have a range of exciting challenges for 'Screen Free Friday' that will be launched on 
the School website. The tasks range from cookery, art, photography, invention challenges 
and a whole range of hands-on and wellbeing-focused tasks to get you away from a 
screen for the day. With a range of rewards on offer, we really hope you all get involved 
with our Screen Free Friday initiative. 

 

 

If Screen Free Friday inspires you, we have a further screen free activity 

for Half Term. To mark the end of the period before Lent, Ms Jackman 

is running a Shrove Tuesday Pancake Day competition. Full details of 

how to take part, including recipes, will be circulated to you.  

 

 

  



 

Parent Support 
 

Archbishop’s School parents have 

been offered FREE access to an online 

course on “Understanding Your 

Teenager’s Brain”. If you would like to 

find out more, please follow the link 

below and use the free-access code 

“INVICTA”.  

 

https://inourplace.heiapply.com/online-learning/course/35 

 

 

Student Success 
 

6th Form Quiz Night 
 

     

 

 

 
 
 
 
The 6th Form Leadership Team provided a great night in for all involved when they treated 
fellow students and staff to a Quiz Night on Thursday 4th February, with part 2 to follow on 11th 
February.  

“We felt that this would be a great opportunity to have some fun in these challenging times, 
to give us an opportunity to reconnect, even if it's over zoom. It was good fun, and all are 
looking forward to finishing the quiz."      

The 6th Form Leadership Team 
 
 

Year 7 in the Snow 
 

During this week’s change of weather, Year 7 were set the 
challenge of creating a snow scene.  
 
Below is our winner of this challenge, Aiden Holland (7 Mark) 
who carefully constructed a car race track. The PE Department 
were very impressed with Aiden's creativity. (Watch out for your 
prize in the post Aiden!) 
 

 
  

https://inourplace.heiapply.com/online-learning/course/35


 
 
Year 8 Cooking at Home 
 
Year 8 have been managing to keep up their Food Tech  
work in kitchens at home. Ms Jackman was particularly  
impressed with Kyran Smith’s (8 John) restaurant-quality  
preparation of a fish goujons recipe. 
 

 

 

 

 

Praise! 
 

We know the huge efforts students (and parents) are making with their home learning and 
how challenging we are all finding it. Each Faculty and Year Group gives out praise in different 
ways with postcards, Friday emails, staff comments and a few prizes. Here we have focussed 
on those who have done extremely well in Maths and Science, plus a few special mentions 
from other subjects. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

English Superstars 
 

Dylan Steele & Tom Steppens (8 Luke), Faith Hamer 
& Tom Hamilton-Box (9 Mark), Daniel Leyton (10 

Mark), Indigo Jones (11 John), Alexandra Lixandru 
(11 Peter) 

 
Top of the class: 

Kiera Steele (11 Luke): she is in every lesson, without 
fail and is doing such a wonderful job! 

Oliver Newby (11 Matthew) is producing some brilliant 
answers in English at the moment and engaging in the 

lessons really well. 



The Maths and Science Wall of Praise 
 

  

 

 

 
 
 

Form Maths Science 

7 Matthew Erin Amos Patrick Davis 

7 Mark Micah Raphael Neve Crossley, Ava 
Harvey, Aiden Holland, 
Bobby Holmes, Lexi Owen 

7 Luke Toby Laker Casey Thomas, Thanikha 
Uthayakumar 

7 John Ivy Jones Logan Sim, Gracie Long,  
Aimee Macculloch 

8 Matthew Fatima Mohammed Harvey Barker 

8 Mark Oliver Dawson  Delcie Ely-Beer 

8 Luke Dylan Steele Max Beer 

8 John Sam Coombs Oliver Bagley,  Kyran 
Smith 

9 Matthew Joshua Foreman 
(house Mark) 
Samuel Caruso 
(house John) 
 

Samuel Caruso 
 

9 Mark  Gwyneth Plews,  Ali 
Harris 

9 Luke Ishnavi Rambaruth Ishnavi Rambaruth,  Stella 
Kingsland, Henry Applin 

9 John Brandon Frounks Brandon Frounks,  Nicole 
Levey 

10 
Matthew 

 Abigail Bargent 

10 Mark Eyad Abdelhady 
MacKenzie Fuller 

  

10 Luke Lily-May Robinson  

10 John Jacob Foreman, 
Amelie Greenhill-
Jeffery 

 

11 
Matthew 

Thea Isobel-Payne Thea Isobel-Payne,  Thomas 
Scantlebury 

11 Mark Mariya Vinod Ted Warne-Harvey 

11 Luke Kiera Steele Denis Bocskei 

11 John Dylan Smith Indigo Jones, Amelia Bocskei, 
Leona Cooke 

11 Peter Mark Clout   

Lauren 

Alex Denis 



 
 

Praise from individual teachers: 
 
For KS4, I’d like to put forward praise for Crystal Clout (10 Luke) and 
Darcey Golding (11 Matthew) for exceptional commitment to their 
work and day to day involvement in the Hub. They’re relentless in 
their efforts and I really admire that. Mrs Brady 
 
 
I'd like to say that Callum Hubbard (7 John) works well in the Hub, 
always completing his assignments, Lexi Owen (7 Mark) and Neve 
Crossley (7 Mark) who work hard and Lexi in particular helps the 
other students. Ms Sparkes 
 
 
I just wanted to say how very well Henry Richards (11 Matthew) is 
working; he attends all his lessons, completes his work to a high 
standard and is communicating exceptionally well in our live lessons. 
I have other superstars in that class, but his growth and achievement 
have just made me particularly happy! Mrs Ward 
 

Picture by Lewis 
 
 
 
 

 
A Prayer for our Students 

 

At the beginning of a new week we pray for all our students at Archbishop's School.  
Lord bless them and help them to flourish and blossom to their full potential.  Give 
them courage to use their gifts and abilities; give them strength to overcome any 

difficulties and obstacles; and surround them with the warmth and comfort of your 
love especially in these difficult days.  Grant healing to those who may be suffering; 

hope to those who may be fearful; and may every one of our students know that they 
are cared for and prayed for.  Grant that our school may be a place of safety and 

security, of love and joy, and be with us all throughout this week.  We make our prayer 
in the name of Jesus, the Lord.  Amen. 

 
  



 

 

 
 
As we come to produce this newsletter each term, I find 
it helpful to consider our Values. At this time, the Value 
of Perseverance comes to the fore.  
 

Therefore, my beloved brothers and sisters, be 
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your 
labour is not in vain. 

1 Corinthians 15:58 
 
 
I have been inspired by our 6th Form who certainly provided the social highlight of the term with 
their Zoom Quiz on Thursday 4th February. They were charming and good-humoured hosts, 
giving us all hope for a bounce-back to normal life once lockdown conditions start to lift. Their 
“keep calm and carry on” spirit is much to be admired. 
 
As a nation, we will all have been saddened by news of the death, aged 100, of Captain Sir Tom 
Moore, whose NHS fundraising efforts captured our imagination last year. In spite of the sadness, 
much of the news coverage has been a celebration of a life well lived. Although we face troubled 
times now, in the wider context of our lives there is much to look forward to and to strive towards. 
 

 
Take care, stay safe and God bless 

 

 
Mr D. Elliott, Head Teacher 

 

 


