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The Archbishop’s School is proud to be able to share its 

educational offer, as one of the only Specialist Resourced 

Provisions for Specific Learning Difficulties (SpLD) in the County. 

SpLD is an umbrella term that can include the following learning difficulties; 

dyslexia (difficulty with literacy), dyscalculia (difficulty with mathematical skills), 

dyspraxia (motor skill difficulties), dysgraphia (difficulty with writing). This provision 

uses evidence-based understanding and many years of working with children and 

young people to know that that individuals with SpLDs can have amazing abilities 

including: abstract thinking, video memory, high-level sporting skills, mind-

boggling construction techniques, and the ability to communicate with great 

empathy. We understand that a learning difficulty does not define an individual, 

and are proud to support our young-people with strategies that can equip them 

with the confidence to overcome potential challenges.  

The Provision 

The Specialist Resourced Provision for SpLD, is a provision for young people with 

an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP) that includes a primary focus on specific 

learning difficulties. It is led by a Specialist teacher of SpLD who has led and 

developed curriculums, and taught across a range of different subjects and types 

of school, both in the UK and overseas.   

Students within the Provision are able to access the National Curriculum and 

therefore have a fully inclusive school experience. They combine their learning 

through the school’s mainstream offer for approximately 80% of their learning 

time, and work within a personalised programme for the remaining 20% of their 

timetable. Our young people are supported in their learning and non-academic 

school experiences by a dedicated learning support team to whom they have full 

access throughout their school day. 

Lessons within the Provision use the specific strengths of the young person in 

combination with literacy focused strategies, to facilitate confident and 

independent learners. We recognise that many SpLDs require additional 

processing time, memory support, and development of sequenced organisational 

skills. Some young people may benefit from additional resources that target 



 
 

phonetical awareness. It is therefore our aim to develop their personal strategies 

for learning through flexible, interesting and relevant teaching that takes place in 

one-to-one and small group work. 

Personalised Programmes of learning may include: 

• Guided Phonics Programmes such as Toe-by-Toe and Diaphon.    

• Scaffolded reading and comprehension booklets which incorporate ideas 

adapted from Kent’s Pentagon and Language through Colour programmes.  

• High quality, achievable reading tasks that have been created with student 

input.  

• Use of speech and language strategies to compliment reading and writing skills. 

• The use of sport to support literacy development.  

• Pre-learning of mainstream lesson content. 

• Post-lesson consolidation of mainstream lesson content. 

• A focus on subject specific key words and how to apply them. 

• Exam technique. 

• A focus on organisational writing structures such as Point-Evidence-Explain 

(PEE).  

• Touch Typing functional skills. 

• Handwriting development. 

• Computer Competency for MS Word and Power-Point.   

• The use of Voice activated software to support speaking, listening, reading           

and writing skills.  

 

 

 



 
 

Specialist Provision and Mainstream Teaching  

We know how important it is that every young person feel fully included in the 

mainstream life of the school and are sensitive to the need for conformity at this 

stage in their lives. Work in mainstream lessons may be supported by Learning 

Support Assistants (LSAs) and, differentiated teaching techniques. In addition, 

close communication with teachers ensure that the specific strategies of individual 

students within the SRP can be included in their lesson planning. There is also an 

emphasis that our students take ownership of their own learning and use their 

developing strategies with increasing independence. To ensure quality of learning 

in mainstream lessons, regular supportive 

classroom visits are made by the SENCo and 

SRP lead. 

Adaptations to learning materials, 

resources and classroom environments 

may include: 

 Use of a Task processing sheet that will ensure instructions are transferred into 

memorable, bite-sized chunks. 

 Use of coloured overlays to assist with reading.  

 Adaptation of smartboard background to assist with reading. 

 Adaptation of font size and style so that letters appear less crowded. 

 Attention to page or screen layout so that students can navigate the information 

more easily. 

 Use of colour for learning, which may include specific steps for identifying tricky 

words whilst scanning a text. 

 Use of reading pens. 

 Awareness of best seating position. 

 Extra time and repetition of instruction. 

 Awareness of visual, audio and kinaesthetic learning opportunities within 

classroom practice. 



 
 

Assessment  

In addition to subject specific assessment, we recognise that creating the best 

provision plan and adapting our specific practice within the Provision must centre 

around our students’ capabilities; holistic assessment will help to ensure real 

progress. Therefore, we schedule 3 termly reviews with young people and their 

parents/guardians in order to assess progress. Assessments for reading, spelling, 

comprehension and phonological processing will take place twice yearly. 

Home-School Liaison  

We believe that our young people and their families are at the heart of our 

provision, and, that individual student success lies within sharing aspirations and 

high expectations. Regular contact is anticipated between home and school and in 

this ever changing world, this could also take the form of live video meetings as 

well as traditional telephone and in-person consultations.  

In addition to mainstream parent-consultation evenings, the SRP hosts additional 

evenings where parents are invited to look at work, learn about supportive 

strategies and share their own ideas to further enhance the provision. We are 

here for you as well as your young person, and are proud to share parent and 

student endorsement of our provision: 

“The support has been evident in helping with different teaching styles, mentoring, mental 

health awareness and even taking my child running to boost self-esteem. It really works! 

Continuous contact and support especially over the recent lockdown period has also helped           

not only my child, but myself as a parent to cope in these difficult times.” 

“The provision has benefitted my child with blending his letters and his confidence” 

“It has helped me a lot with my reading and it has helped me to understand hard words in                 

a sentence” 

“It has helped me with my spellings and phonics” 

“My sessions have stopped me falling behind too much” 



 
 

Extra-Curricular Provision 

Inclusive extra-curricular opportunities are open to all students at the 

Archbishop’s School, and are adapted to cater for learning needs as required. 

We would thoroughly recommend exploring all that is on offer, to enrich the 

school experience! 

Social Hub  

The Social Hub exists for students that may need a little time away from the 

boisterous playground at break and lunchtimes, and is a (non-compulsory) 

option for students within our resourced provisions. A quiet, relaxing staff-

supported environment with a multi-array of board-games, reading and arts 

materials, or the opportunity to just sit and chat may be just what is needed 

after a busy morning. The Hub provides an opportunity to mix with students 

from a variety of cultural backgrounds and different year groups, and 

therefore is the perfect place to gently integrate with members of our school 

community.  

  

Key Members of staff within our SpLD SRP:  

 Mrs Grace Reed (SENCo)  

 Mrs Sophia Biegon (Specialist Teacher SpLD)  

 Adjunct Dyslexia Assessment Specialist.  

   

We are passionate about the holistic success of our students, and 

feel blessed with the opportunity to work and support your young-

person throughout this crucial stage of their lives. Many thanks for 

reading about our Provision and we hope to hear from you soon. 
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