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Introduction to the Key Stage 4 curriculum 
 
 

This booklet is designed to give you information about the courses your son or daughter will 
follow in Years 10 and 11, the two important years leading to the GCSE examinations. 
 

As you will see, some subject areas are compulsory, although there is wide variation as to 
which courses and examinations each child will follow within each subject.  Very careful 

thought has been, and will be given to providing the most suitable courses for each pupil, to 
allow for the maximum opportunity for success. 
 

The basic curriculum provides each pupil with a broad and balanced range of courses meeting 
the requirements of the National Curriculum.  There is also the opportunity for pupils to 
specialize in four additional subjects.  Careful thought should be given to this choice, but 
remember that the basic curriculum provides all the qualifications necessary for virtually any 

career, and so the prime reason for the choice should be the pupil's individual interests and 
ability.   
  
Whatever subjects your son or daughter is studying for GCSE, hard work, a concern for others 

and a friendly, sincere outlook will provide a firm foundation for the future.  Completing 
assignments and coursework is a vital part of many vocational courses, and the importance 
of consistent study and application throughout the two years cannot be overstressed.  There 
will be an information evening when students are in Year 11 to explain this in further detail. 
 

We believe that our Curriculum in Years 10 and 11 offers a firm foundation to a student’s 
educational need and prepares them well for whatever they may go onto post 16. 
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SECTION A 
 

CORE SUBJECTS 
 

(COMPULSORY) 
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GCSE in ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 
 
The following is an overview of the syllabus to be taken by all classes.  There are two 
examinations in this GCSE, both taken at the end of Year 11. 
 
Paper 1; 1 hr 45 mins; 80 marks 
 
Section A: 50% 
 

-  Students will read a previously unseen literary text from 20th or 21st Century 
- The questions will be structured to lead them through the passage 
- There are four questions, each more challenging than the last 
- The questions assess the students’ ability to read unseen texts. 

 
Section B: 50% 
 

- One writing question: 24 marks for content and 16 for spelling and grammar 
- There will always be a choice between a written prompt and visual image, linked to 

the Section A text 
 
Paper 2; 1 hr 45 mins; 80 marks 
 
Section A: 50% 
 

- The students will read two previously unseen texts; one text will be 19th Century, the 
other 20th or 21st.  

- There are four questions, each more challenging than the last 
- The students will be required to compare the texts and focus on the language used 

 
Section B: 50% 
 

- One writing question: 24 marks for content and 16 for spelling and grammar 
- The question will prescribe purpose and form, but it will always require the student’s 

perspective 
 
If you would like further information, please contact Miss J Jeffery Director of English. 
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GCSE in ENGLISH LITERATURE 
 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 
 
The following is an overview of the syllabus to be taken by all classes. There are two 
examinations in this GCSE, both taken at the end of Year 11. 
 
For all of the texts studied, students may not take a copy in with them; excerpts may be 
included in the examination paper, but reference to the wider text and quotations as 
evidence must come from memory. 
 
Paper 1; 1 hr 45 mins; 64 marks 
 
Section A: 50% 

- One question on a prepared Shakespeare play- Macbeth 
- There will be an extract provided (for detailed language work) 
- The answer needs to link the passage provided to the wider text  

 
Section B: 50% 

- One question on a prepared 19th Century novel- The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr 
Hyde. 

- There will be an extract provided (for detailed language work) 
- The answer needs to link the passage provided to the wider text  

 
Paper 2; 2 hrs 15 mins; 96 marks  
 
Section A: 36% 

- One question on a prepared modern text- An Inspector Calls 
 
Section B: 31% 

- One question focusing on two poems studied from an Anthology containing fifteen 
poems studied over the course of two years 

- The students will answer one comparative question: one poem will be named in the 
question and the second will be the candidate’s choice 

 
Section C: 33% 

- First, the students will answer one question on a previously unseen poem 
- Second, they will answer a question comparing the first unseen poem with a second 

unseen one. 
 
If you would like further information, please contact Miss J Jeffery Director of English. 
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GCSE in MATHEMATICS 
 

EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 

 
At the end of their mathematical education in this school, each student will be aim to:  

 perform basic numeracy skills  

 perform the basic mathematical skills needed in their chosen career or for entry to 
higher or further mathematical education  

 understand the mathematics likely to be encountered in daily adult life  

 reason clearly and logically, and to set out a rational argument  

 approach problems systematically, choosing appropriate techniques for their 
solution  

 follow logical instructions clearly expressed  

 experience satisfaction in and enjoyment of their mathematical achievements  

 obtain any formal mathematical qualifications needed for their chosen career  

 obtain their best possible results at KS4  
In addition, we hope that pupils will acquire the logical characteristics of a mathematician.  

THE COURSE 

The 5-year scheme of learning is designed so that all students following the main content will 
have covered all the GCSE foundation tier by the end of year 11 and therefore will have access 
to a grade 5. Students who also cover additional higher content will have access to a grade 9. 

The maths curriculum is designed in such a way that students of all abilities and backgrounds 
can steadily develop practical, personal, and intellectual skills whilst building new knowledge 
alongside revisiting prior learning.  

The Foundation Tier covers grades 1-5 are equivalent to grades G to B.  

The Higher Tier covers grades 4 to 8 are equivalent to grades C to A*, with Grade 9 being 
reserved for truly exceptional students.  

This GCSE is assessed by 3 examinations in May/June, Paper 1 is Non-Calculator and Papers 2 
and 3 require a Calculator. We recommend purchasing a Scientific Natural Display Calculator, 
which includes trigonometry functions, a pi function and a fraction button). Casio is the 
recommended brand and these cost between £7 and £13 from supermarkets and stationers. 

All the external examinations will take place at the end of Year 11, however regular internal 
assessments based on past papers are used to monitor student progress throughout Year 10 
and 11, so that gaps in knowledge and skills can be closed through targeted teaching. 

 
PROGRESSION 
Pupils who have gained a Grade 6 or above on the Higher Tier may be advised to progress to 
'A' Level Mathematics in the 6th form. Pupils achieving a Grade 5 or 6 on the Higher Tier may 
be offered the opportunity to do the Mathematics in Context course. 

If you would like further information please see Mrs S Hutt, Director of Mathematics. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
The programme offered in Physical Education across all year groups is of educational value, 
balanced in approach, progressive and challenging.  Physical Education at The Archbishops 
School develops students’ competence and confidence to take part in a range of physical 
activities that become a central part of their lives, both in and out of school.  Learning is 
consistent and builds upon the foundations laid in the previous years.   
 
Physical Education helps students develop personally and socially; they work as individuals, 
in groups and in teams, developing concepts of fairness and of personal and social 
responsibility.  Students take on different roles including leadership, coaching and officiating.  
Through the range of experiences that Physical Education offers, they learn how to be 
effective in competitive, creative and challenging situations. 
 
Key Stage 4 Compulsory Programme 
 
KS4 students (Y10 and 11) have 4 hours of PE over 2 weeks.  The Key Stage 4 Programme is a 
personalised learning programme.  An important aim is developing personal and social skills 
required for progression in learning.  We are trying to give students the opportunity to 
experience different types of learning which we will do through 4 personalised pathways: 
 

Team Performance Pathway 
 
Individual Performance Pathway 
 
Active Lifestyle/Social Pathway 
 
Leadership Pathway 
 

Not all students demonstrate their skills best as competitive performers, the aim is to ensure 
that our curriculum is broad enough to give everyone the opportunity to enjoy PE and 
demonstrate their ability.  In Year 10 & 11 we offer a variety of activities that students are 
able to take part in that suit their abilities and interests. 
 
During year 11, students have a range of activities that they can choose to participate in.  
These include football, rugby, basketball, trampolining, gymnastics, dance, tennis, table 
tennis, softball, rounders, cricket, badminton, hockey, netball, aerobics and swimming.  
Athletics and cross country are compulsory activities. 
 
If you would like any further information please contact Mr. A. Knoupe, Director of Technical. 
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GCSE in RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 

EXAM BOARD: AQA 
Syllabus: Religious Studies A – 8062 

 
This GCSE will allow all pupils to gain a na `tionally recognised qualification. This GCSE will 
allow pupils to study the Religions of Christianity and Islam in detail, as well as considering a 
number of Philosophical and Ethical themes from both a religious and secular perspective.  
As in key stage 3 there will be a lot of discussion allowing pupils to develop their own views 
whilst being empathic to the views of others. 
 
There are two parts to the course: 
 
The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices  

 Christianity 
o Key Beliefs; Jesus Christ and salvation; Worship and festivals; The Role of the 

Church in the local and worldwide community 

 Islam 
o Key Beliefs; Authority; Worship; Duties and festivals 

 
Thematic Studies 
 
All themes will be studied from a variety of Religious and Non-Religious beliefs. 
 

 Relationships and families 
o Sex, marriage and divorce; Families and gender equality 

 Religion and life 
o The origins and value of the universe; The origins and value of human life 

 Religion, peace and conflict 
o Religion, violence and terrorism and war; Religion and belief in 21st century 

conflict 

 Religion, human rights and justice 
o Social justice, prejudice and discrimination; poverty and how religion responds 

 
Assessment 
There are two examinations of 1 hour 45 minutes at the end of the course. The full range of 
GCSE grades are available and it is counted as a full GCSE 
 
Progression 
Candidates who complete the GCSE course have a good background for A Level Religious 
Studies and other humanity subjects.  This subject is respected and accepted by universities 
and colleges. Employers in banking, insurance, the retail trade, the caring progressions, the 
police force and many others also look favourably on this qualification. It plays a unique role 
in giving you a more sensitive understanding of other people, a deeper knowledge of yourself 
and encourages an empathic and reflective approach to life.  
 
If you would like further information please see Mrs. H. Netherton, Lead Teacher for Religious 
Studies or Miss S. Martin, Director of the Humanities Faculty. 
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GCSEs in SCIENCE 
 

EXAM BOARD: AQA 

GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy (8464) 

 
The aims of the Science course are to; 

 

 foster an enthusiasm for science 

 develop a critical approach to scientific evidence and methods 

 acquire and apply skills, knowledge and understanding of the essential role of 
science in society 

 provide students with the skills, knowledge and understanding necessary for 
progression to further learning  

 
THE COURSE 

 

Starting in Year 9 all students follow the double award course covering biology, chemistry and 

physics modules and incorporating ideas about working scientifically across the three areas. 

Students are taught by specialists in each of the three subject areas. 

 

The course is assessed at the end of year 11 with six examination papers; two biology, two 

chemistry and two physics. 

 

Investigative and experimental work has always been at the heart of our approach at 

Archbishop’s and continues to be a focus of the GCSE course. Students complete a series of 

compulsory practicals alongside the additional practicals and investigations that will enhance 

the course. 

 

PROGRESSION 

 

The course allows progression into physics, chemistry, biology and psychology A level, as 

well as BTEC Health and Social Care.  Science provides an entry route to a wide range of 

vocational and academic courses.  

 
If you would like further information please see Mrs. S. Tilstone, Director of Science. 
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SECTION B 
 

Optional Subjects 
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GCSE in ART & DESIGN 
 

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL Syllabus: 1AD0 
 

Student guide for Art GCSE      
Is this the right subject for me?  
This course is suitable for those of you who:  
 

 Enjoy making art 

 Enjoy the work of artists and designers 

 Enjoy learning new process 

 Enjoy visits to galleries, museums, workshops and studios. 
 

What will I learn? 
 
The GCSE course covers a range of activities and in-depth assignments. You will have the 
opportunity to experiment with a variety of media in order to explore your strengths and 
preferences. Whatever you choose, the main aim of the course is to develop your visual 
language skills and for you to build a personal portfolio of work to progress to further courses 
or employment. You will have the opportunity to specialise in one discipline of your 
preference after being introduced to many processes and approaches through workshops or 
work in a variety of art practices such as fine art painting, sculpture, textiles, photography, 
drawing, collage etc. 
 
How will I be assessed? 
 
Edexcel’s GCSE Art and Design is made up of 2 units. 
 

Unit 1: Personal Portfolio in Art and Design – internally set and marked; assessed 
through controlled assessment. 60% of overall mark 

 
Unit 2: Externally Set Assignment in Art and Design – theme set by EDEXCEL and 

internally marked. 40% of overall mark 
 
Each unit is assessed separately out of 72 marks. It is standardised by the Art 
department and then moderated by a representative from the exam board 
at the end of the course.  
 

What can I do after I have completed the course? 
On completion of your GCSE Art and Design course, you could progress to further education. 
Courses include: 

 BTEC National Diploma in Art and Design. 

 Specialist Diploma in Creative Media 

 GCE A Level in Art and Design or Photography 
 This course will also demonstrate your dexterity and you will have a portfolio of work 

that will evidence your ability to pursue a two-year GCSE course in Art and Design, 
covering different assignments and producing a range of work. This may compliment 
your applications to take apprenticeships or other courses, in local design offices, 
graphics companies and retail, web, design and other practical based careers.  
 

 
If you would like further information please see Miss C Thomas, Lead Teacher of Art & Design.  
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GCSE in Design Technology 
 

EXAM BOARD: Edexcel 
Qualification: GCSE in Design Technology 

 

What is the Edexcel GCSE in Design Technology? 
 
The GCSE in Design and Technology enables students to understand and apply design 
processes through which they explore, create and evaluate a range of outcomes. The 
qualification enables students to use creativity and imagination to design and make 
prototypes (together with evidence of modelling to develop and prove product concept and 
function) that solve real and relevant problems, considering their own and others’ needs, 
wants and values. It gives students opportunities to apply knowledge from other disciplines, 
including mathematics, science, art and design, computing and the humanities. Students will 
acquire subject knowledge in design and technology which incorporates knowledge and 
understanding of different materials and manufacturing processes in order to design and 
make, with confidence, prototypes in response to issues, needs, problems and opportunities.  
 

 
 
How will the course be assessed? 
 
The course is assessed using a combination of internal and external assessment.  Component 
1 is assessed through a written examination, lasting 105 minutes, and consists of a 2 sections 
that will assess the students’ knowledge of materials, properties and processes.  Component 
2 is internally assessed coursework where the pupils will be given a design problem to solve 
by research, designing, planning and making.  
 
Where can GCSE Design technology take me? 
 
Through this course the pupils will gain knowledge of materials, processes, tools, equipment 
etc. within the Design Technology industry.  Successful completion of this qualification could 
support entry to Level 3 qualifications that develop specific skills for work in many industrial 
areas such as, carpentry, architecture and engineering this further study would provide pupils 
with the opportunity to develop a range of specialist and general skills that would support 
progression to employment.  
 
 
For further information please see Mrs. S Jackman. 
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BTEC Tech Award in DIGITAL INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
 

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL 
QUALIFICATION: BTEC Level 1/2 Tech Award 

 
What is the BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in Digital Information Technology?  
 
The digital sector is a major source of employment in the UK. Around 1.46 million people 
work in digital companies and there are around 45,000 digital jobs advertised at any one time. 
The modern world expects digital skills to be as important as English and Maths. This 
qualification will develop important skills in data interpretation, data presentation and data 
protection. Pupils will cover aspects of user interface design and development, as well as 
learning how to develop a project plan for their own user interface designs.  
The main focus of the Tech Award is on four key areas: 
 

- the development of key skills such as project planning, designing and creating user 
interfaces, creating dashboards to present and interpret data 

- effective ways of working in digital information technology, such as design process, 
cyber security, virtual teams, legal and ethical codes of conduct 

- personal management and communication 
- the development of knowledge including how different user interfaces meet user 

needs and how organisations collect and use data to make decisions 
 

The course is made up of three mandatory components: 
 

BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in Digital Information Technology 

Component Title Assessment 
Method 

GLH 

1 Exploring User Interface Design Principles 
and Project Planning Techniques 

Internal 36 

2 Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting Data Internal  36 

3 Effective Digital Working Practices External 48 

 
How will the BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in Digital Information Technology be assessed? 
 
Components 1 and 2 are internally assessed and will involve the completion of tasks and 
assignments that are set and marked by the teacher. Component 3 is externally assessed by 
Pearson and assesses the knowledge and skills developed across all three components. It will 
test pupils’ ability to recall knowledge and demonstrate that they can apply it in realistic 
scenarios and situations. Component 3 must be completed in 1 hour 30 minutes. 
 
Where can the BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in Digital Information Technology take me? 
 
Study of this qualification will help pupils make more informed choices for further learning, 
either generally or in this sector. Pupils may consider progression to the study of the Level 3 
BTEC National in IT, offered at The Archbishop’s School, which prepares them to enter 
employment or apprenticeships, or to move on to higher education by studying a degree in 
the digital sector. 
 
For further information please see Ms. A. Ward/Mr M. Simpson  
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BTEC Tech Award in ENTERPRISE (Business Studies) 
 

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL  
QUALIFICATION: BTEC Level 1/2 Tech Award 

 

All businesses need enterprising employees to drive their organisations forward, to have 
ideas and initiatives to growth, and to ensure that businesses survive in this fast-changing 
world.  Enterprise skills provide a fantastic progression pathway into a number of roles in an 
organisation and are transferable into all businesses. 
The award gives the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills in a practical 
learning environment.  The main focus is on the knowledge, understanding and skills required 
to research, plan, and pitch and review an enterprise idea that includes: 
 

 Development of key skills that prove aptitude in planning an enterprise activity, 
including market research, planning, carrying out financial transactions, 
communication and problem solving 

 Knowledge of the features and characteristic of enterprises and entrepreneurs and 
internal and external factors that can affect the performance of an enterprise. 

 
Course Outline 
 
There are a total of three Components for the course. Component 1 gives the opportunity to 
develop knowledge and understanding of the different types of enterprise and their 
ownership, looking at the characteristics of small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and 
entrepreneurs. Component 2 uses the research knowledge gained from Component one to 
consider a number of ideas before developing a plan for a realistic micro-enterprise activity 
run by the student. There is the opportunity to plan how best to set up the chosen enterprise 
and how to fund it. Component 3 assess and analyses financial information in an enterprise 
context to monitor the performance of an enterprise and strategies to improve its 
performance. Revenue, costs, profit as well as cash flow forecasts and breakeven are 
explored. The promotional mix is also investigated in order to be able to identify target 
markets and put forward strategies that enterprises can use to increase their financial success 
in the future. 
 
Assessment 
 
Components 1 and 2 are assessed through internal assessment.  Internal assessment for 
these components has been designed to relate to achievement of application of the 
conceptual underpinning for the sector through realistic tasks and activities. Component 3 
builds directly on Components 1 and 2, and enables learning to be brought together and 
applied to realistic contexts in a formal exam. All three Components have equal weighting. 
 
Progression Opportunities 
 
The Edexcel BTEC Tech Award Enterprise provides skills, knowledge and understanding which 
will be useful in any workplace and it is an excellent complement to a portfolio of other GCSE 
qualifications. It will also provide a useful platform for progression onto the BTEC National in 
Business, introduces concepts useful in Leisure and Tourism and Applied ICT. 

 

If you would like further information please see Ms. A. Ward/Mr R Clarke. 
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GCSE in GEOGRAPHY 
 

EXAM BOARD: AQA 

 
Geography GCSE students will be following the new AQA Geography course. This exciting and 
relevant course studies geography in a balanced framework of physical and human themes 
and investigates the link between them. Students will travel the world from their classroom, 
exploring case studies in the United Kingdom, higher income countries, newly emerging 
economies and lower income countries. Topics of study include climate change, poverty, 
deprivation, global shifts in economic power and the challenge of sustainable resource use; 
all extremely relevant and current to today and the future of our planet. Students are also 
encouraged to understand their role in society, by considering different viewpoints, values 
and attitudes. Upon completion of this two year course, students will have the skills and 
experience to progress onto A-level and beyond. 
 
Topics and Assessment 
 
Paper 1 - Living with the Physical Environment (exam 1 hour 30 minutes, 35% of GCSE) 
 

 The challenge of natural hazards 
 The living world 
 Physical landscapes in the UK  

 
Paper 2 - Challenges in the Human Environment (exam 1 hour 30 minutes, 35% of GCSE) 
 

 Urban issues and challenges 
 The changing economic world 
 The challenge of resource management 

 
Paper 3 - Geographical Applications (exam 1 hour 15 minutes, 30% of GCSE) 
 

 Issue evaluation 
 Fieldwork 
 Geographical skills. 

 
Progression 
 
Geography is a popular and successful `A' Level subject, where a good GCSE grade provides 
an essential foundation for the advanced work.  Many former students have found 
Geography particularly valuable when looking for a career.  Opportunities open up in many 
areas such as commerce, town planning, conservation, surveying, environmental 
management, cartography and tourism. 
 
If you would like further information please see Ms. R. Osborne, Subject Leader for 
Geography. 
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BTEC Tech Award in HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 
 

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL  
QUALIFICATION: BTEC 1/2 Tech Award 

 
The Award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills in 
a practical learning environment. The main focus is on four areas of equal importance, which 
cover the:  
 

• Development of key skills that prove your aptitude in health and social care such as 
interpreting data to assess an individual’s health  

• Process that underpins effective ways of working in health and social care, such as 
designing a plan to improve an individual’s health and wellbeing  

 Attitudes that are considered most important in health and social care, including the 
care values that are vitally important in the sector, and the opportunity to practise 
applying them 

• Knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, process and attitudes in the sector 
such as human growth and development, health and social care services, and factors 
affecting people’s health and wellbeing. 
 

Course Outline 
 
There are a total of 3 Components for the course.   
 
Component 1 allows learners to investigate how, in real situations, human development is 
affected by different factors and that people deal differently with real life events. 
Component 2 sees learners study and explore practically, health and social care services and 
how they meet the needs of real service users. They also develop skills in applying care values. 
 
Component 3 will see the studying of factors that affect health and wellbeing, learning about 
physiological and lifestyle indicators, and how to design a health and wellbeing improvement 
plan. 
 
Assessment 
 
Components 1 and 2 are assessed through internal assessment.  Internal assessment for 
these components has been designed to relate to achievement of application of the 
conceptual underpinning for the sector through realistic tasks and activities.  There is one 
external assessment, Component 3, which provides the examined assessment for the 
qualification.   
 
Progression Opportunities 
 
Learners who generally achieve at Level 2 across their Key Stage 4 learning might consider 
progression to:  
 

• A Levels as preparation for entry to higher education in a range of subjects  
• Study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC National in Health and 

Social Care. 
 

If you would like further information please see Mrs K Brady to express your interest. 
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GCSE in HISTORY 
EXAM BOARD: AQA Specification: History 8145 

 
History is no longer a simple memory test of dates, battles and political events; it is the never 
ending study of human lives through centuries and across continents. The process of 
historical enquiry encourages our students to critically analyse information, develop a 
questioning and inquisitive nature and to evaluate and interpret sources and opinions.  
 
Paper 1: Understanding the Modern World, is a 2 hour exam which will assess the period 
study and the wider world depth study:  
 
Period study - Unit 1B: Germany, 1890–1945: Democracy and Dictatorship.  
This period study focuses on the development of Germany during a turbulent half century of 
change. It was a period of democracy and dictatorship – the development and collapse of 
democracy and the rise and fall of Nazism. Students will study the political, economic, social 
and cultural aspects of these two developments and the role ideas played in influencing 
change.  
 
A wider world depth study - Conflict and Tension, 1918–1939 
This wider world depth study enables students to understand the complex and diverse 
interests of different individuals and states including the Great Powers. It looks at concepts 
such as national self-determination, ideas of internationalism and the challenges of revising 
the peace settlement. It focuses on the causes of the Second World War and seeks to show 
how and why conflict occurred and why it proved difficult to resolve the issues which caused 
it.  
 
Paper 2: Shaping the Nation, is a 2 hour exam which assesses the thematic study and the 
British depth study including the historic environment. 
 
Thematic study - 2A Britain: Health and the People: c1000 to the present day 
This thematic study will enable students to gain an understanding of how medicine and public 
health developed in Britain over a long period of time. It considers the causes, scale, nature 
and consequences of short and long term developments, their impact on British society and 
how they were related to the key features and characteristics of the periods during which 
they took place. Although the focus of this study is the development of medicine and public 
health in Britain, it will draw on wider world developments that impacted on the core themes.  
 
British depth study, including the historic environment – Elizabethan England 1568-1603 
This British depth study allows students to study in depth a specified period, the last  
35 years of Elizabeth I's reign. The study will focus on major events of Elizabeth I’s reign 
considered from economic, religious, political, social and cultural standpoints, and arising 
contemporary and historical controversies. Students will also study the historic environment 
of Elizabethan England.  Students will be examined on a specific site in depth.  
 
PROGRESSION: History remains a highly regarded academic qualification. It teaches 
transferable skills such as handling a variety of evidence and using it to form and present 
persuasive arguments. Such qualities are desired in all areas of study and further 
employment. It is excellent preparation for A level History. A level History is a facilitating 
subject in all university applications. 
If you would like any further information please see Miss S. Martin Subject Leader of History.  
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WJEC HOSPITALITY AND CATERING 
 

EXAM BOARD: WJEC  
Qualification: WJEC Level 2 Award in Hospitality and Catering 

 
 

What is the WJEC Level 2 Award in Hospitality and Catering?  
 
The WJEC Level 2 Vocational Award in Hospitality and Catering has been designed to support 
pupils who want to learn about this vocational sector and the potential it can offer them for 
their careers or further study. Pupils will develop their knowledge and understanding related 
to a range of hospitality providers; how they operate and what they do to be successful. They 
will also learn about issues related to nutrition and safety and how they affect hospitality and 
catering operations, as well as developing food preparation and cooking skills. 
 
The course is made up of two mandatory units: 
 
In Unit 1, pupils will acquire knowledge of all aspects of the hospitality and catering industry 
and be able to propose new provision for specific locations. They will learn about different 
types of establishment and job roles and apply their learning in relation to front of house and 
kitchen operations to ensure the successful operation of a hospitality and catering business. 
Unit 2 requires pupils to apply their learning to safely prepare, cook and present nutritional 
dishes. They will draw on their learning of different types of kitchen and front of house 
operations in Unit 1, as well as personal safety in their preparations. The content is relevant 
not only to employees within food production, but also those with a responsibility for food 
safety in the industry, nutritionists and managers and owners.  
 
How will the WJEC Level 2 Award in Hospitality and Catering be assessed? 
 
The course is assessed using a combination of internal and external assessment. Unit 1 is 
assessed through a written examination, lasting 90 minutes, and consists of a combination of 
short and extended answer questions based around applied situations in the hospitality and 
catering industry. There is one re-take opportunity for this unit. Unit 2 is internally assessed 
and pupils will undertake a series of tasks, including planning menus and preparing and 
presenting dishes in response to a vocational brief.  
 
Where can the WJEC Level 2 Award in Hospitality and Catering take me? 
 
Through the two units, pupils will gain an overview of the hospitality and catering industry 
and the type of job roles that may be available to assist them in making choices about 
progression. Successful completion of this qualification could support entry to Level 3 
qualifications that develop specific skills for work in hospitality and catering. This further 
study would provide pupils with the opportunity to develop a range of specialist and general 
skills that would support progression to employment. Employment in the hospitality and 
catering industry can range from waiting staff, receptionists and catering assistants to chefs, 
hotel and bar managers and food technologists in food manufacturing.  
 
For further information please see Mrs S Jackman. 
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BTEC Tech Award in PERFORMING ARTS (ACTING) 
 

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL  
QUALIFICATION: BTEC Level 1/2 Tech Award 

 
How is the Performing Arts sector important?  
The performing arts are a major part of the creative and cultural industries in the UK. Overall, 
the industry contributes £3.5 billion to the UK economy. There are 5,480 businesses in the 
performing arts sector, and 101,593 people working in a wide range of roles from performers, 
to designers and directors.  
 
What does the qualification cover?  
This course allows you to study acting, giving you the opportunity to develop knowledge and 
technical skills in a practical learning environment. You will examine the roles and 
responsibilities of different performance artists and practitioners such as actor, director, and 
writer; as well as the different approaches and styles used, such as naturalism, absurdism and 
physical theatre. You will also develop key skills, such as being able to respond to and 
interpret different ideas given to you; and you will be experiencing first-hand the ways in 
which performance artists work through the development of ideas, rehearsal and then 
performance.  
 
Why BTEC not GCSE?  
A BTEC qualification is equivalent to a GCSE and is aimed at everyone who wants to find out 
more about performing arts in a practical way. It is a practical introduction to life and work in 
the performing arts industry, which will give you the opportunity to develop performing arts 
skills and techniques, and to analyse and evaluate your skills both independently and within 
a group.  
 
How will I be assessed? 
You will carry out tasks or mini-projects throughout the course. Your teacher will mark these, 
which will give you an idea of how you are getting on. Towards the end of the course you will 
do one larger project where you use the knowledge, skills and techniques you have learned 
to devise and deliver a workshop performance to a specific audience from a brief that will be 
given to you. All the work you do through the course prepares you for this larger project, 
which is sent away to be marked.  
 
Where will this take me?  
When you have completed the qualification, you will have developed a practical 
understanding of the performing arts sector, and the roles and responsibilities of the people 
involved in performing arts industries. Because you will be building useful skills, which are 
not generally covered in GCSE courses, you will have a better understanding of whether the 
performing arts sector is for you. This will allow you to decide whether this is an area you 
want to continue to study. The course will also help you to develop specific skills and 
knowledge, such as self- evaluation and group work, which will benefit you wherever you 
progress to next. After you have finished the course, you may want to go on to further study 
such as A levels, BTECs or a mixture of both. Or you might want to find work in performing 
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arts, as an apprentice or a trainee. Which option is best for you will depend on both the grades 
you achieve in this qualification and in other qualifications you have taken, what you enjoy 
doing and any advice you can access about the further learning and training opportunities 
available in your area.  
 
How is the course structured and what will I be doing?  
 
Component 1- Exploring the Performing Arts (Worth 30%)  
Aim: Get a taste of what it’s like to be a professional actor across different styles. 
Assessment: Internally assessed by your teacher.  
During Component 1, you will observe and reproduce existing repertoire, as well as explore:  

 Performance styles, creative intentions and purpose. 

 Performance roles, responsibilities and skills. 

 Performance techniques, approaches and processes. 

 How practitioners create and influence what’s performed. 

  

Component 2- Developing Skills and Techniques (Worth 30%)  
Aim: Develop skills and techniques in acting. 
Assessment: Internally assessed by your teacher.  
During Component 2, you will: 

 Gain physical, interpretive, vocal and rehearsal skills during workshops and classes. 

 Apply technical, stylistic and interpretive skills in performance. 

 Reflect on their progress and use of skills in performance, as well as how you could 

improve. 

 
Component 3 | Performing to a Brief (Worth 40%)  
Aim: Consider how practitioners adapt their skills for different contexts, and put this into 
practice in a performance.  
Assessment: Externally assessed task where you’ll work in groups of between 3 and 7 to 
create a performance based on a set brief.  
During Component 3, you will: 

 Use the brief and what you’ve learned to come up with ideas for the performance. 

 Choose the skills and techniques you’ll need. 

 Build on your skills in classes, workshops and rehearsals. 

 Review the development process within an ideas and skills log. 

 Perform a piece lasting 10–15 minutes (which is timed) to the chosen target 

audience. 

 Reflect on the performance in an evaluation report. 

For more information please contact Mr G Gleadall. 
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GCSE in PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL Syllabus: 1PY0 
 
This course is suitable for those of you who:  
 

 Enjoy taking photographs 

 Enjoy looking at visual work such as photography, art, advertisements, gaming, etc. 

 Enjoy learning new processes 

 Enjoy visits to galleries, museums, workshops and studios. 
 

What will I learn? 
 
The GCSE course covers a range of activities and in-depth assignments. You will have the 
opportunity to experiment with a variety of media in order to explore your strengths and 
preferences. Whatever you choose, the main aim of the course is to develop your visual 
language skills and for you to build a personal portfolio of work to progress to further courses 
or employment. You will have the opportunity to specialise in one discipline of your 
preference after being introduced to many processes and approaches through workshops; in 
traditional processes in our fully functioning darkroom or in Photoshop. All workshops with 
explicitly or subtly develop you to become the photographer you wish to be. 

 
How will I be assessed? 
 
Edexcel’s GCSE Photography is made up of 2 units. 
 

Unit 1: Personal Portfolio in Photography – internally set and marked; assessed 
through controlled assessment. 60% of overall mark 

 
Unit 2: Externally Set Assignment in Photography – theme set by EDEXCEL and 

internally marked. 
 

Each unit is assessed separately out of 72 marks. It is standardised by the Art department and 
then moderated by a representative from the exam board at the end of the course. 40% of 
overall mark 

 
What can I do after I have completed the course? 
 
On completion of your GCSE Art and Design course, you could progress to further education. 
Courses include: 
 

 BTEC National Diploma in Art and Design 

 Specialist Diploma in Creative Media 

 GCE A Level in Art and Design or Photography 

 This course will also demonstrate your dexterity and you will have a portfolio of work 
that will evidence your ability to pursue a two-year GCSE course in Art and Design, 
covering different assignments and producing a range of work. This may compliment 
your applications to take apprenticeships or other courses, in local design offices, 
graphics companies and retail, web, design and other practical based careers.  

 
If you would like further information please see Miss C Thomas, Lead Teacher of Art & Design. 
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GCSE in Spanish 
 

EXAM BOARD: AQA Syllabus specification: Spanish (8698) 

 
A GCSE in a Modern Language says a lot about you! 
 

 As well as giving you an academic and nationally-recognised challenging GCSE, you 
will possess the skills and cultural awareness and knowledge needed in our current 
increasingly global market. 

 You will be more employable both internationally and in touristic Kent. Having a GCSE 
in a Modern Language will add value to your CV, will make you very competitive 
against other candidates for job interviews and will most likely increase your salary 
when employed. Remember that most people speak English in Europe, but as their 
SECOND language, so you need to be at the same level as them to get the best chances 
in life! 

 Being competent in another language will open doors for you with jobs and careers 
that you would not have considered or expected before. 

 
Spanish is one of the most phonetic languages, as you do spell the language as you say it. 
Spanish is not only spoken in Europe, it is also the second biggest language in America, with 
the majority of South America speaking Spanish.   
 
The course: 
 
We follow the AQA linear course, which means that there are 4 final examinations at the end 
of y11, each one counting evenly towards the final grade (listening, reading, speaking and 
writing- each 25%). The course aims to reinforce the knowledge that you will have started to 
build in year 9 and to apply new skills, in order to prepare you thoroughly for year 11 
examinations. Topics closely follow KS3 and are revisited with more depth under 3 main 
themes at KS4: 
 

- Identity and culture 
- Local, national, international and global areas of interest 
- Current and future study and employment 

 
If you would like further information, please see Mrs. L. Lister Lead Teacher of Modern 
Foreign Languages.  
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BTEC First Award in SPORT 
EXAM BOARD: Pearson (Edexcel)       

QUALIFICATION: BTEC Level 1/2 First Award 
 
What is the BTEC Level 2 First Award in Sport?  
 
The BTEC First in Sport provides an engaging and relevant introduction to the world of sport. 
It incorporates important aspects of the industry, such as fitness testing and training for sport 
and exercise, the psychology of sport, practical sports performance and sports leadership. It 
enables students to develop and apply their knowledge, while also developing a range of 
relevant practical, communication and technical skills. 
 
The qualification is 120 guided learning hours (equivalent to one GCSE) and is aimed at 
everyone who wants to find out more about the sport industry. The course consists of three 
mandatory units, and one optional unit: 
 

EDEXCEL BTEC LEVEL 2 FIRST AWARD IN SPORT 

Unit Title Assessment Method GLH 

1 Fitness for Sport and Exercise External 30 

2 Practical Performance in Sport Internal  30 

3 Applying the Principles of Personal Training Internal  30 

 Optional Specialist Units 

4 The Mind and Sports Performance Internal 30 

5 The Sports Performer in Action Internal 30 

6 Leading Sports Activities Internal 30 
 
The mandatory units in this qualification ensure that all students will develop knowledge and 
skills that underpin the sports sector. This knowledge will be built upon in the selected 
optional unit.  
 
How will the BTEC Level 2 First Award in Sport be assessed? 
 
Most of the units in the Award will be internally assessed, meaning that the assignments are 
devised and marked by the teachers. Assessment will take place through a range of activities 
such as practical sports tasks, presentations and written tasks. Unit 1, Fitness for Sport and 
Exercise, is the only unit that is externally assessed and will consist of an onscreen exam, 
lasting one hour 15 minutes, marked by Pearson. All learners can resit the external 
assessment once. 
 
Where can the BTEC Level 2 First Award in Sport take me? 
 
This qualification is intended to prepare students for employment or further education. There 
are a wide variety of prospective careers that can be explored, for example – teaching, 
coaching, personal training, and careers in health and fitness including rehabilitation and 
physiotherapy. 
 
Having completed a BTEC Level 2 First Award in Sport, learners will be ideally placed to 
progress to the Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Sport.  
 
For further information please see Mr. A. Knoupe. 



 

Page 25 of 25 
  

 

BTEC First Award in TRAVEL & TOURISM 
EXAM BOARD: PEARSON (EDEXCEL)  

QUALIFICATION: BTEC Level 1/2 First Award 
 
The Pearson BTEC Level 2 First Award in Travel & Tourism has been designed to provide an 
exciting and interesting introduction into the travel and tourism industry.  Billions of pounds 
are generated worldwide and over 2.5 million jobs are provided in the UK travel and tourism 
sector. Students will learn about travel and tourism destinations in the UK as well as holiday 
destinations in Europe and Worldwide.  They will also gain an understanding of the travel and 
tourism’s role within the UK economy, national and international trends, changing online 
technologies, and the importance of customer service. The vocational nature of the course 
will sharpen your skills for employment or further study. 
 
Course Outline 
The core units (The UK Travel and Tourism Sector, UK Travel and Tourism Destinations and 
The Travel and Tourism Customer Experience) cover the essential knowledge and skills 
required in the travel and tourism sector.  Students will then go on to cover one further unit, 
International Travel and Tourism Destinations, which will allow them to prepare further for 
the industry, and to look at areas of particular relevance in more depth and detail. 
 
Assessment 
This qualification is 75% internally assessed through coursework, with the remaining 25% 
(The UK Travel and Tourism Sector) externally assessed through an examination. The 
examination will be sat in school but will be marked externally by the examination board, as 
with traditional GCSE examinations.  The internal assessment of the three coursework units 
enables learners to receive feedback on their progress throughout the course as they gather 
and provide evidence towards meeting the unit assessment criteria. 
 
Successful students will be awarded a Level 2 Distinction* (8.5), Distinction (7), Merit (5.5) or 
Pass (4).  This equates to one GCSE. 
 
Progression Opportunities 
The Pearson BTEC First Award in Travel & Tourism provides skills, knowledge and 
understanding which will be useful in a variety of careers, from cabin crew to customer 
service assistant to operations officer, and it is an excellent complement to a portfolio of 
more traditional GCSE qualifications.   
 
It will also provide a useful platform progression onto further study areas including: 

 Level 3 vocational qualifications, such as BTEC Nationals, specifically the Edexcel 
BTEC Level 3 in Travel & Tourism. 

 Related academic qualifications, such as an A level in Travel & Tourism.  It also 
introduces plenty of concepts that will be useful in Leisure and Tourism and 
Geography. 

 
If you would like further information please see Mrs. H. Mayo, Lead Teacher of Travel & 
Tourism or Miss S. Martin, Director of the Humanities Faculty. 


