
 

 

 

 

Headteacher’s Newsletter  

Term 2 December 2020 
 

Dear Students, Parents and Carers 
 
While it felt like we spent 2020 preparing for Covid-19, it was 
in Term 2 that the pandemic really hit our School. We have 
ended the Christmas term, not with our usual range of 
activities and events but with online learning and self-
isolation.  
 
Just before School closed, the 6th Form had started their 
Canterbury Food Bank campaign, an initiative we will be 
continuing in January. We will also see if we can revive some 
other Christmas plans, such as Jumper Day and Ms Jackman’s 
“Twelve Days of Christmas” Zoom performance. 
 
While the pandemic may have closed the School, we will not 
let it affect our spirit and our community.  

 

  

School News 
 
We have just been informed by Government that Term 3 will start with Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12 working 
remotely; these Years are planned to return to School physically a week late on Monday 11th January 
2021. Only exam students – Year 11 and Year 13 – will return on Monday 4th January as planned. The 
only exception to this will be a limited number of Year 10 students will come in for external exams but 
we will contact them directly. Government plans are being delivered at short notice, apologies for these 
last minute changes. Please make sure we have up-to-date contact details for you as we may need to 
contact you again. 
 

Rapid Covid-19 Testing: Seeking Parent Volunteers! 
 
The reason for the late start to term is the introduction of rapid testing in schools for students and staff 
from January. We have received very limited information from the Department for Education, but 
expect to have more detail at the start of term. We will provide information on the testing process and 
seek parental permission to carry out the tests.  
 
We may be looking for volunteer support in administering the testing and would welcome any support 
parents are able to offer, particularly in the compassionate spirit of the Season.  If you are interested 
in offering support, please email us (admin@archbishops.kent.sch.uk). We will have more information 
on the support required at the start of term. 

Contacting us over the holidays: 

admin@archbishops.kent.sch.uk 

mailto:admin@archbishops.kent.sch.uk


Key Dates for Your Diary 
 

Friday 18th December   End of Term 2 

Monday 4th January 2021 Yrs 11 and 13 return to school on site;   

Yrs 7, 8, 9, 10 & 12 work remotely 

Monday 11th January All students in school onsite 

Wednesday 20th January  Year 11 Parents’ Evening 

Tuesday 26th January   6th Form Parents’ Evening 

 

We propose to hold Parents’ Evenings remotely; more information will follow. Please note in these 

Covid times, school events are subject to change at short notice. 

 

Governing Body Update 

 

Governors met on 24th November 2020.  They discussed the school budget and expressed concern at 

the state of the heating and roofs.  They committed to taking action to work with County to resolve this 

situation as soon as possible.  They approved the School Improvement Plan, subject to some minor 

adjustments and heard the positive impacts and plans going forward for the support the school receives 

from The Education People.  Governors committed to close monitoring and input into the Quality of 

Education strategies, particularly for Year 11, and put the final pieces in place to set up committees to 

support the Christian Ethos of the school both operationally and strategically.  Governors have a variety 

of committee meetings over the next few weeks and meet again in full on 13th September.  If you have 

any feedback for the Governors, please contact the Chair of Governors via the clerk on 

jcoombersewell@archbishops.kent.sch.uk. 

 

Student Success 

 

Over 2,000 applicants applied to take part in a national learning initiative, Maths Masterclass Tutorials. 

We are delighted to announce that Pasindu Fernando has been successful with a further four students 

encouraged to apply next year.  

 

Fundraising Success  

Congratulations to The Animate Archies Project which 
has secured a Pay It Forward Grant from Kent County 
Council to develop an animation project to support good 
mental health. The grant will allow the group to buy 
specialist animation software and photography / 
recording equipment. 

 
 

Animate Archies: Nancy Price, Grace Loveless, Laura Hamilton-Hopkins, Sydney Dyer 
 

We are delighted to announce The Bickersteff Fund has awarded £8,000 to the School to support the GCSE 
Hub, a vital learning resource for exam students. 
 

  



Family Support 

At this time we understand how financially challenging it continues to be for many in our school 

community. In order to help you at this time we will ensure to communicate with you regarding any local 

or national support we are made aware of, especially in relation to free school meals support. We hope 

that the following information is useful to some of you at this time and hope you all remain safe and well 

at this challenging time. 

 

Free School Meals at Asda 

Children under 16 can eat free in Asda cafes throughout December 
- whilst in Tier 3 It is a takeaway service. Asda has stepped up its 
support for families across the UK by offering children the chance 
to eat for free in its cafes throughout December. 

 
All 216 of the supermarket’s cafes are taking part and will provide children under the age of 16 with a 
meal completely free of any charge when accompanied by an adult. There are no minimum spend 
requirements or restrictions on the number of children in a family or group that can take advantage of 
this offer. 

 
Asda cafes located in areas with Tier 3 Covid restrictions will still provide this offer to local children via a 
takeaway service. The offer will run from December 1st to 31st December except Christmas Day when 
stores are closed. For further information click on the link below - 

  
https://corporate.asda.com/newsroom/2020/11/30/kids-can-eat-free-in-asda-cafes-throughout-december 
  

     Canterbury Foodbank  

      https://canterburyfoodbank.org/need-food/ 

 
Would a food parcel help you to make ends meet or relieve             
some of the financial pressure? Complete the enquiry form on the 
website for more information. Canterbury Food Bank can provide 
a food parcel that would last you (and your family) for at least three days and can cater for special dietary 
requirements. Emergency food parcels will be distributed directly to clients via the agencies that usually 
issue them food vouchers.  If you are not currently working with an agency please contact foodbank directly 
for help. 
 

The School Health Team at Kent Community Health Foundation Trust 
 
Have you noticed a change in your child’s behaviour and worried they may be experiencing anxiety?  
They may be 
- finding it hard to concentrate 
- having trouble sleeping and/ or a change in appetite 
- seeking constant reassurance  
- feeling nervous or on edge 
 
If you feel your child is struggling and needs extra support, call the emotional health consultation line on 
0800 011 3474 to speak to our team (option 1 then option 2).  A school nurse will listen to you, provide 
basic coping strategies and if needed, support with a referral to the children and young people’s (CYP) 

https://corporate.asda.com/newsroom/2020/11/30/kids-can-eat-free-in-asda-cafes-throughout-december
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://davidstowcheddar.co.uk/our-cheddars/12-month-mature/asda-logo/&psig=AOvVaw3xmVvaIZO6dZ2PDPKvTBFJ&ust=1607602052351000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDLr_ftwO0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


counselling service. Young people are also welcome to call the consultation line themselves, or if they 
prefer, they can text in confidence by text, through our ChatHealth service on 07520 618850 (monitored 
9am-5pm Monday to Friday) 
 
Kent Community Health Foundation Trust (KCHFT) provides support for children and young people’s 
physical and emotional health needs, including the CYP’s counselling service.  More information on all our 
support can be found at www.kentcht.nhs.uk/service/school-health  or www.kentyouthhealth.nhs.uk.  

 
 

City Impact Christmas Goodwill 
 
Our good friends at City Impact, in partnership with 
Canterbury Vineyard, have supported around 60 
Archbishop’s families with some festive cheer in the 
form of these Christmas packages of treats and 
presents. We would like to thank them for their 
Christmas good wishes and offer them our warmest wishes in return.  
 
 

 
 
 
It is in times of hardship that our values come to mean more to us. In this, the season of goodwill, it is our 
core value of Compassion which is uppermost. We talk of “showing” compassion, while for us at The 
Archbishop’s School, compassion is something more active, something we “do”. While some of our 
Christmas activities have been postponed, we will come back to them in the New Year with renewed 
energy. 
 
The purpose of compassion is to bring comfort: 
 
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all 
comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort 
we ourselves receive from God. For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so also our 
comfort abounds through Christ.” 

2 Corinthians 1:3-5 

 

The compassion and comfort we receive from God, so we seek to give to others. Perhaps the biggest 

effort of compassion we can make this Christmas season is to follow the rules, maintain distance, wash 

our hands and wear face-masks to stem the spread of Covid-19 to those around us. 

 

Happy holidays, take care and God bless 

 

 
Mr D. Elliott, Headteacher 

http://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/service/school-health
http://www.kentyouthhealth.nhs.uk/

