
Dear Parents 
 
As many of you may have seen, the Department for Education made an announcement yesterday 
regarding the exam season for summer 2021. As a starting point, they confirmed the decision made 
on 12th October 2020 that the majority of exams would be delayed by three weeks, with an exam 
window for the majority of subjects now running from 7th June to 2nd July. 
In addition, the grade boundaries will be lowered, which means that students’ grades will be broadly 
in line with results in 2020. To give you some examples of how significant the difference was last 
year, A-level A*-C results in 2019-20 were published at 87.5% of grades, compared to 75.5% in 2018-
19. At the same time GCSE results saw grades at 9-4 (historic A*-C) rise to 76% of all grades from 
67% in 2018-19.  
 
Furthermore, the DfE announcement confirmed that students will be given guidance to some of the 
topic areas that will be covered in the exams. This information will be released by Ofqual at the end 
of January 2021. Also, in certain subjects, formula sheets will be provided to each student in the 
exam(s) itself. Finally on this front, Vocational qualifications (i.e. BTECs), will have one (or more) 
optional units removed from each qualification. 
 
There are also a series of instructions on what happens should a student miss part, or all of their 
exams, due to sickness related to corona virus. Whilst we all hope that does not happen, we at least 
have clear guidance as to what we should do in those circumstances. 
 
Should you wish to look through the publication, please go to 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-support-the-summer-2021-
exams/guidance-to-support-the-summer-2021-exams. 
 
Thank you for your on-going consideration and we will continue to do our utmost to support you 
and our students as thoroughly as possible. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Richard Clarke 
Assistant Headteacher  
 


