
 

 

Headteacher: Mr D Elliott 
St Stephen’s Hill,  

Canterbury, Kent. CT2 7AP 
Telephone: 01227 765805 

Email: admin@archbishops.kent.sch.uk 
 

 
 

29th January 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 

 
 

Re: Covid-19 school reopening 
 
I’m sure that many of you will have been following the news this week and have picked up on the statement 
regarding school closures. For those of you who may not have had the chance to see it yet, we wanted to 
make sure everyone was as up to date as possible. 
  
It has been rare, since the start of the pandemic, that schools have been provided with much clarity or 
advance notice, but we are pleased that we now have at least some certainty about what will be happening 
in the coming weeks (although we are, of course, disappointed that we won’t have everyone back in school 
for a little while yet). The key announcements from this week in parliament are as follows: 
  

 The earliest schools might ‘begin to re-open’ will be Monday 8th March, which is the start of the 

third school week after the half-term holiday; 

 

 There will be a plan/review set out on Monday 22nd February (the first day after the half-term 

holiday), with further updates; 

 

 When the decision to return has been made, schools will get two weeks’ notice of this. 

  
Sadly, this means that we have at least four more school weeks of home-learning under the current 
arrangements. I know that this will be bitterly disappointing for many families and the children, but I hope 
that it provides some hope that there might be an end in sight, at least in terms of getting students back 
into school. 
  
We also received a clarification from the Department for Education (DfE) yesterday that schools would not 
be asked to open over half-term for children of critical workers and vulnerable students, as was the case 
in the first lockdown. To confirm, the Archbishop’s School will be closed over the half term period, 
Monday 15th-Friday 19th February. 
  
Moving forward, we will continue with everything that we have in place and keep seeking ways to keep 
everyone supported and motivated. Our efforts this week have focussed on MS Teams and I attach a short 
guide of “top tips” for working on MS Teams with this letter. Our aim is to have 90% of lessons “live” by 
the end of next week. I should note we have a technical glitch with the provision of live Science lessons; 
we are working with our IT provider to address this issue. In the meantime, I refer you to the high quality 
resources provided on MS Teams by Mrs Tilstone and the Science teachers. 

  



 

 

 

 

I would encourage you to take part in our parent survey (please follow this link 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XW5Y2HM  to take part by our deadline of Monday 1st February 
2021 5pm). I would like to thank parents participating in last night’s Parent Forum for some highly useful 

feedback and ideas. 

As always, stay safe and take care. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
David Elliott 
Head Teacher 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XW5Y2HM

