
 

Headteacher: Mr D Elliott 

St Stephen’s Hill,  

Canterbury, Kent. CT2 7AP 

Telephone: 01227 765805 

Email: admin@archbishops.kent.sch.uk 

 

 
25th January 2020 

 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
RE: Settling in to Remote Working 

 
As we start Week 4 of our 3rd Term of the 2020/21 School Year, there is still little sign of a return to normal 
school life. Last week, Secretary of State Gavin Williamson stated that there is no proposed date for 
schools to reopen; however, he has committed to a two-week notice period. There has been further 
parliamentary and public debate around the issue today but it appears unlikely that School will reopen to 
the majority of students until at least after the February Half Term, and possibly not until after the Easter 
holidays. We will of course continue to keep you informed.  
 
In these circumstances, I wanted to update you on the efforts we are making as a School to ensure remote 
learning is as effective as possible for our students. I have attached a Parent Fact Sheet: Remote Learning 
Arrangements to this letter. 
 

 
Remote Learning Survey 

 
To help us make sure we are providing the right support for you and your child, we would like to know 
your thoughts on our approach to remote learning. This will help us to: find out what we are doing well 
and where we could do better and make sure we are meeting your needs and the needs of your 
children. 
 
We would be grateful if you would take a few minutes to complete our survey on how you and your child 
are managing with remote learning. Your feedback is very important to us and will help inform our further 
efforts. Please follow this link https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XW5Y2HM  to take part by our 
deadline of Monday 1st February 2021 5pm.  

 
Your replies will be treated in the strictest confidence. We have asked for your name and child’s name 
– this is optional, but will help us to help you if you have any individual requirements. 
 

 
We really do appreciate the amazing job parents are doing in supporting children’s well-being and learning 
during this time. I hope you and your family will stay safe and take care of each other. 
  
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Mr D. Elliott 
Headteacher 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XW5Y2HM


 

 
 

THE ARCHBISHOP’S SCHOOL PARENT FACT SHEET: 
REMOTE LEARNING ARRANGEMENTS JANUARY 2021 

 
 

THE REMOTE LEARNING SCHOOL DAY 
 
We are continuing to follow the school timetable in line with the standard School Day, with lessons provided 
through MS Teams: 
 

08:45-09:05  Form Time and Worship 
09:05-09:55  Lesson 1 
09:55-10:45  Lesson 2 
10:45-11:00  Break 
11:00-11:50  Lesson 3 
11:50-12:35  Lesson 4a  (Yrs 7-9) / Lunch (Yrs 10-13) 
12:35-13:20  Lesson 4b  (Yrs 10-13) / Lunch (Yrs 7-9) 
13:20-14:10  Lesson 5 
14:10-15:00  Lesson 6 

 
Morning Form Time resources: 

 We encourage students to start the day with Worship, as a moment of calm and reflection. 

 Wellbeing chats: Form Tutors will be available live on MS Teams for wellbeing chats 

(Tuesdays Yrs 7, 8 & 10) and Thursdays Yrs 9, 11 and 6th Form. This is an opportunity to catch 

up informally with tutors and classmates and to share any concerns.  

 Morning PE sessions: On Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays we are restarting our “Joe 

Wicks”-style PE sessions for students (and parents and staff!) 

 

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS 
 
Of course, learning at home cannot replace the classroom experience and we appreciate students may 
struggle to apply themselves and stay focussed, even with parental support. To clarify our expectations of 
students under the current circumstances, we have provided a Remote Learning Information for Parents 
document, available on the School website: 
https://archbishop.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Remote-Learning-Information-for-Parents-
January-2021.pdf?t=1611568973) 
 
This contains further information on hours students should be engaging in education, how and in what 
format lessons are provided, IT support available, the School’s expectations of students and what you can 
expect from teachers. 
 
In summary, students should be engaging in 5 hours learning a day, where possible following the Live MS 
Teams experience to give shape to their working day and to ensure they are keeping up with their work. 
We appreciate some students prefer to access lessons in a different timeframe; however, we would not 
expect students to be working exceptionally long hours or late at night! 
 
To ensure students have all the help, support and resources they need, from Week 4, a small staff team 
will be making calls to parents of students not engaged on MS Teams. This is not to criticise or apportion 
blame – we do appreciate the challenge for parents and students alike. We just want to ensure no student 
is falling off the school radar.  

  

https://archbishop.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Remote-Learning-Information-for-Parents-January-2021.pdf?t=1611568973
https://archbishop.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Remote-Learning-Information-for-Parents-January-2021.pdf?t=1611568973


 

 
 
STUDENT WELFARE 
 
The health, mental health and welfare of students and parents is an important priority for the School.  
 

 Please also see our website for information on Safeguarding and Support, including contact details 

and tips on supporting your child: https://www.archbishops-school.co.uk/851/safeguarding-support 

 We recommend Elevate’s parent webinars on motivating and supporting students which are now 

available free to all parents: 

o A Motivation webinar recording can be watched until 9th February on this link: 

 https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/replay  

o A Managing Student Stress and Wellbeing webinar will take place on Tuesday 9 th February, 

6-7pm. Registration link: https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/register  

 Our Student Support Team are working hard with students who need extra support. Please do 

contact us if you feel you need specific advice or help 

 We have sent out information about a change to the Free School Meals voucher scheme. If you 

need further information, please contact us. 

 

STAYING IN TOUCH 
 
Although we have limited numbers of staff on site, our contact details remain the same. If you get in touch, 
we will get back to you as quickly as possible. 
 

admin@archbishops.kent.sch.uk 
01227 765805 

 
 
We have successfully held a virtual Parents’ Evening for Year 11 parents. We will now continue the 

schedule and will be in touch with details for other Year Groups. 
 
Our next Parent Forum is scheduled for Thursday 28th January and is a good opportunity to talk to other 

parents and staff. Please email Mrs Tilstone (stilstone@archbishops.kent.sch.uk) if you would like to 
attend and she will send you a Zoom link for the meeting. 
 
 

STAYING POSITIVE 
 
Although we are facing perhaps the worst of times in the Covid-19 pandemic at the moment and the 
ongoing uncertainty is taking its toll on us all, there are some grounds for optimism. The national 
vaccination programme is giving us all hope of a return to normality and we are already thinking about the 
catch-up required to bring students back to their normal lives later in the year. 
 

All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be well. 
Julian of Norwich 

 

I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but people will never 
forget how you made them feel. 

Maya Angelou  

https://www.archbishops-school.co.uk/851/safeguarding-support
https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/replay
https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/register
mailto:stilstone@archbishops.kent.sch.uk

