
Dear parent/carer, 
  
Re: our approach to the staggered return to school in January 2021 
  
Firstly may I open by wishing you all the very best for the New Year with faith for a healthy 
and happy year.  
  
You may have seen in the news that the government have announced a staggered return for 
students at the start of next term. In light of these recent change we have had to revise our 
plans for the start of the January term. 
  
On the week commencing 4 January  
  

        The children of critical workers and vulnerable students will be able to attend school 
in person but must book a place so we can accommodate all students safely. If you 
fall within these classifications and have not already contacted us as to your 
intentions for your child to attend school please email our senior member of staff 
coordinating the process, Mrs Reed at greed@archbishops.kent.sch.uk 

        We’ll offer full-time remote education to all other students during this week. This will 
be as close as possible to the education they would receive if they were in school. 
Students will be able to access this by Microsoft teams using their usual log in details 

        Vocational exams will go ahead as planned for but students will only attend for the 
period of the exam not the full day. In line with DfE guidance, we would encourage 
you to have a test in advance of the exam but appreciate this may not be possible in 
all cases 

  
We’ll welcome Years 11, 12 and 13 back to school for face-to-face education on the week 
commencing 11th  January with Years 7,8,9 and 10 returning on the 18th January. 
  
This is to give us time to establish a COVID-19 testing system within the school. Here’s what 
we know so far about the rapid testing programme recently announced by the government:  
  

        Students who are identified as a close contact of someone who’s tested positive will 
be eligible 

        All staff will be eligible 
        While testing will be optional, we would encourage staff and students to take part  
        We won’t ask your child to participate in testing without parental/carer consent 
        Those students returning to school first will be offered testing first  
        If someone tests negative, they’ll still need to follow our social distancing and 

hygiene measures 
        If someone tests positive, we’ll ask them to self-isolate in line with government 

guidance  
  
We are expecting the government to publish more information on testing next week, as soon 
as this is provided we will obviously keep you informed. 
  
Thank you so much for your continued support as we respond to this evolving situation.  
  
We look forward to welcoming your child back to school next term in line with the dates 
above.  
  
Warm regards,  
  
  
David Elliott 
  
Headteacher 


